
Mockingjay: Sparking Voices of Curiosity and Courage 

Scholastic Philippines Readers Cup 2026 Celebrates the Power of Stories to Inspire the 
Next Generation 

In a world filled with constant noise and endless streams of information, one voice still has 
the power to rise above the rest—the voice of a reader. 

This year, Scholastic Philippines proudly presents the Readers Cup 2026, inspired by the 
enduring message of The Hunger Games series. Carrying the theme "Mockingjay: Sparking 
Voices of Curiosity and Courage," the annual reading competition invites young readers 
across the country to discover how books can ignite fearless thinking, meaningful 
conversations, and the confidence to stand up for what they believe in. 

The Mockingjay has long symbolized hope, resilience, and the courage to challenge the 
status quo. These same values lie at the heart of this year's Readers Cup, where students 
are encouraged not only to read deeply but also to think critically, ask bold questions, and 
express their ideas with empathy and conviction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Reading is more than understanding words on a page—it is discovering your own voice," 
(sample quote) shared Jane Rustial A. Tiongco-Aguirre, Country Head of Scholastic 
Philippines. "Through Readers Cup 2026, we hope to inspire students to become curious 
learners, courageous thinkers, and compassionate leaders who recognize that every story 
has the power to shape both minds and communities." 



Unlike traditional academic competitions, the Scholastic Readers Cup challenges 
participants to engage with literature beyond memorization. Students collaborate, analyze 
characters and themes, solve literary challenges, and connect the stories they read with 
real-world issues. Every discussion becomes an opportunity to strengthen critical thinking, 
teamwork, communication, and confidence. 

At the center of this year's celebration is Suzanne Collins' The Hunger Games series, one 
of the most influential young adult literary franchises of the modern era. Through the 
unforgettable journey of Katniss Everdeen, readers encounter timeless questions about 
courage, justice, compassion, sacrifice, and the responsibility each individual holds in 
shaping a better future. 

These lessons resonate far beyond the pages of fiction. They encourage young people to ask 
difficult questions, challenge assumptions, and recognize that even small acts of kindness 
and bravery can create meaningful change. Like the Mockingjay itself, every student has the 
potential to become a symbol of hope within their own community. 

Readers Cup has become one of Scholastic Philippines' signature literacy initiatives, 
bringing together schools, educators, librarians, parents, and students who share a 
common belief: that reading builds not only stronger learners but stronger citizens. 

As participants prepare to take on this year's literary challenge, they are also preparing for 
something much greater—a lifelong journey of curiosity. Every chapter read expands 
perspectives. Every discussion nurtures empathy. Every book becomes an invitation to 
imagine, question, and grow. 

Because the future belongs to young people who dare to ask "Why?", who seek 
understanding before judgment, and who believe that ideas have the power to transform 
lives. 

This 2026, Scholastic Philippines invites schools nationwide to answer the call. 

Let the pages turn. 

Let curiosity lead. 

Let courage speak. 

And let every young reader discover the Mockingjay within. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Scholastic Philippines 

Scholastic Philippines is the local branch of Scholastic, the world's largest publisher and 
distributor of children's books. For decades, Scholastic has partnered with schools, 
educators, parents, and communities to foster a lifelong love of reading by providing 
engaging books, literacy programs, and educational resources that inspire children to learn, 
imagine, and succeed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


